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I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

□ 

the international application as originally filed 
1^1 the description: 



5-13 



pages 
pages 



as originally filed 



1-4, 4a, 4b 



, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



m , filed with the letter of 20 August 2004 (20.08.2004) 



_ , as originally filed 



1-21 



_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
__ > filed with the demand 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



_, filed with the letter of 20 August 2004 (20,08.2004) 



1/4-4/4 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the letter of 



m , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

SttT ^ ^ tranSlati ° n fi)miShed f ° r * e pWpOSes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

I 3 ' |SL~^ - the international application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the intemationa] application in computer readable form 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

LJ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. enclosure in the 

b^SSS.** i " fOmiati0n reC ° rded in COmputer readab,e form is identicaI to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5 - D 2_S_fS _? . bCen eStab ! is , hed as jf < some of > t^ amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
| beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** g 

* K^lrt'T-^ ''f v e* e ™S«»»s>'e<l to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
mid 701?) ongmally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendmenT&ldZ 

I ** A " y re P lacement J""' containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
.Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (I A) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-21 



1-21 



1-21 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Independent claim 1 

1. The subject matter of claim 1 of the present 

application cannot be considered novel (PCT Article 
3 3(2)). The reasons are: 



1.1 The following features of claim 1 are known from 

DE 1154982 (Dl) , which represents the closest prior 
art : 

Fixture with a housing (7, 8) that can be 
inserted in a gas or fluid line, with an 
annular lip- shaped part 1 arranged in the 
interior of the housing, said lip-shaped part 
being supported with its annular body (1') in 
the interior of the housing, said lip- shaped 
part being provided in the area of an inflow 
channel 21 and having at least a lip 4 that 
cooperates with a housing wall 14 lying 
opposite and that is displaceable by the fluid, 
wherein the fixture is designed as a flow 
regulator, the lip-shaped part 1 of which has a 
regulating lip 4 at least designed as a 
throttling or regulating body and with the free 
lip end 5 thereof oriented towards the adjacent 
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housing wall 14, which regulating lip 4 defines 
a pressure-dependent control opening between 
itself and the adjacent housing wall 14. 
(Dl, column 3, line 26 to column 6, line 20 and 
figures 1-10) 

Dl does not state explicitly that the fixture is 
designed as a flow regulator. However, the fixture 
according to the application does not appear to 
contain any additional design features not present 
in the fixture according to Dl that could exert the 
function of a flow regulator. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore not novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



1.2 Further, the features of claim 1 are likewise known 
from GB 875034 (D2) (page 1, line 63 to page 3, line 
67 and figures 1-3) ; FR 2426199 (D3) (page 2, line 
4 0 to page 3, line 21 and figures 1 and 3) ; US 
2621889 (D4) (column 2, line 40 to column 7, line 35 
and figures 1 to 7) ; DE 1009871 (D5) (column 1, line 
3 7 to column 3, line 9 and figures 1 to 3) ; FR 
1389947 (D6) (the entire document) ; DE 938888 (D7) 
(page 2, lines 78 to 111, and figures 1 to 4) ; DE 
946760 (D8) (page 2, lines 35 to 64, and figures 1 
to 4); DE 1500206 (D9) (page 2, line 16 to page 3, 
line 23 and figures 1 and 2); and DE 3706737 (D10) 
(column 4, line 55 to column 8, line 54 and figures 
1 to 4) . 

Dependent Claims 2-21 

3. Dependent claims 2-21 do not contain any features 

which, in combination with the features of any claim 
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to which they refer back, meet the PCT requirements 
for inventive step. The reasons are: 

the features listed in these dependent claims 
pertain only to simple and obvious steps which a 
person skilled in the art routinely makes on the 
basis of familiar considerations and likewise cannot 
substantiate inventive step. Some of the additional 
features of these dependent claims are, as described 
below, known from the citations in the search 
report . 



3.1. The additional features of dependent claims 2 and 3 
are known from Dl (figures 3-10) , D3 (figure 1) and 
D4 (figures 1-3) . 

3.2. The additional features of dependent claims 4, 7, 8, 
10 to 16 and 18 to 21 are known from Dl (column 3, 
lines 26-42, and figures 3-10). 

3.3. The additional features of dependent claims 5, 6 and 
17 are known from D2 (figures 1-3) . 

3.4. The additional features of dependent claim 9 are 
known from D3 (figures 1 and 2) . 
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